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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 2247 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PFOR, SA, ET 

SUBJECT: OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE FOR AMMUNITION AIRLIFT TO ETHIOPIA 

REF: STATE 69497 

1. WE RAISED SUBJECT OF AMMUNITION OVERFLIGHTS WITH 
CIVIL AVIATION DIRECTIORATE AND EXPLAINED OUR DESIRE TO 
EXPEDITE OVERFLIGHT WITHOUT GOING THROUGH THE LENGTHY 
PROCESS OF OBTAINING FORMAL DIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE. THEY 
PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER AND CALL US BACK. 

2. IF WE HAVE NOT GOTTEN A POSITIVE RESPONSE BY OPENING 
OF BUSINESS TOMORROW MARCH 30, WE WILL RAISE THE MATTER 
FORMALLY WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. WE WILL EMPHASIZE 
THE URGENCY OF THE REQUEST, BUT ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT 
WE WILL HAVE A RESPONSE IN LESS THAN SEVERAL DAYS. IN 
MAKING OUR APPROACH WE WILL ALSO SAY THAT THE AMMUNITION 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 JIDDA 02247 291730Z 

IN QUESTION IS PART OF AND NOT ADDITIONAL TO THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

SEVEN MILLION DOLLAR SALES AGREEMENT WE HAD ALREADY 
INFORMED THE SAG ABOUT. 

3. U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT HAVE IN THE PAST SOMETIMES 
AVOIDED THE PROBLEM OF OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCES BY FLYING 
DOWN THE RED SEA OUT OF SAUDI AIR SPACE. UNDERSTAND 
THIS WOULD MEAN LEAVING THE AIRLANES AND THAT THERE 
MIGHT BE SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS INVOLVED BUT WONDER IF 
THIS MIGHT BE POSSIBLE ALSO IN THE PRESENT CASE. 

AKINS 
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